28                                                      WOUNDS  AND   INJURIES.

none of the signs which are to be found in wounds caused
by a blunt- instrument, it is clear that some sharp weapon
has been used. When, however, the appearance of the
wound corresponds with the weapon produced, all that can
be said, is that the wound might have been caused by such
a weapon, It is in the power of a professional witness to
declare positively that the wound could not possibly have
been caused by the weapon shown to him, but it is not in his
power to state positively that the weapon shown him did
cause the wound. As regards fractures, the difficulty is even
still greater. Bones vary in strength in different persons,
The bones of some persons are so exceedingly brittle that they
are capable of being fractured by a very small Wow from a
very light stick. Tfie same refers to the skull, which, witli
some persons, is much thicker than with others. A very com-
The iL-e-pr-umV inon weapon, which is in this Presidency used in sudden as-
er                   saults and quarrels, especially between men and women, is

the rice-pounder. It is very strange, but Dr. Norman
Chevers makes no mention of wounds caused by this deadly
weapon, and we can, therefore, only suppose that in the North.
they are of rare occurrence. The rice-pounder is generally
made of hard wood; is about three and a half feet long and
about one and a half to two inches in diameter; at one end it
is shod with a thin but strong iron plate about an inch or an
inch and a half in length. A strong blow from a weapon of
this kind is almost certain death, and if, as is generally the
case, it falls upon the head, a terrific fracture of the skull is
the result. It often occurs, however, that the assailant is not
contentwithinflicting one blow, but strikes two or three, some-
times dashing out the brains of Ms victim and fracturing the
skull to pieces. In some cases a single blow from a weapon
of this kind will produce a clean cut in the skull difficult to
be distinguished from a sword-cut. Murders with af rice-
pounder are generally the result of a quarrel, in which one
or both the parties concerned have made use of the foul
terms of abuse, which are so common amongst the lower
classes of natives; and, as far as I can judge from my own
experience, and from a perusal of the printed reports